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Mediterranean into a world commerce. The mapping of new sea routes revolutionized the conditions of
mercantile traffic. Till then coasting and overland trade had predominated; about Europe galleys and clumsy
sailing barges of a hundred tons or less were generally sufficient to meet the demands of the contemporary
merchant. But from the end of the fifteenth century ocean trade assumed the first place, and galleons and
carracks challenged the secrets of the outer seas. The shores of the Atlantic became the centre of international
exchange, and the commercial hegemony of Europe passed from the cities of Renaissance Italy to the maritime
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expanding mercantile activity came to be felt with...
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