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Archives Relating to the Pioneers To this third class belonged all those who reached the Forks with Macdonell on
August 30, 1812. Selkirk, by the terms of his grant of Assiniboia, was under contract to engage a quota of
servants for the fur trade of the Company. The separation between Company and Settlement, it will be seen,
was not ultimately made by Macdonell until he was actually on the way to the Settlement. Even then the
enclosed Return of the twenty-three men mentioned in the report to Selkirk is not at present to be found,
though a list of eighteen is seen in Macdonell s handwriting on a stray sheet in the Macdonell Papers. Three of
the others, we arc told, were experienced men of the Company hired at Oxford House; one was an Indian
mentioned by name; the other may possibly have been John McLeod, the young Scottish employee of the
Company, whom Macdonell sought to secure for the Settlement, but who was sent by the Company s officers to
Turtle River after the official return was made to Selkirk, but probably before Macdonell s list in No. 5 was
compiled. Macdonell had reached Hudson s Bay in September, 1811, and arrived at the Forks August 30, 1812.
The second expedition had sailed from Sligo on June 24,1812, under Owan Keveny, and appeared at Red River
a little less than two months after Macdonell s arrival. Here again, the full official returns, to be identified, as
Keveny wrote to Selkirk, by the letter S placed opposite the persons names whom | think the best to be put...
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