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8 | Agriculture, Trade, and Environment Agriculture is the primary source of pollutants to impaired: Rivers and
streams States assessed only portions of rivers, lakes, and coastal estuaries in 1992. In 32 states, agricultural
pollutants were the main source of pollution in surface waters that were unable to support their intended uses.
Im paired estuaries in Oregon, California, Florida, Delaware, and Connecticut were predominantly effected by
agricultural pollutants. Because four states did not report sources of pollution to rivers and lakes ( Tennessee,
New Jersey, Idaho, and Georgia ), and six states did not report sources of pollution to lakes, ponds and
reservoirs ( Minnesota, Wisconsin, Tennessee, Pennsylva-nia, Vermont, and Alaska ), this map may
underestimate agricultures role in those states. NOTE: Data for Alaska and Hawaii is not available. States
shaded whlte did not report agriculture as a source of pollution to impaired surface waters. SOURCE: OTA,
1995. Compiled from data in U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Water Quality Inventory 1992
Report to Congress, EPA-841-R-94-G01, 1994. complete, groundwater monitoring of agricultural pollution to
over one half of the assessed streams, rivers, lakes, and reservoirs suffering impair-pesticides indicate that
residues exceed drinking water standards in some states. ments. As shown in figure 1-4, agricultures rela-
Overall, wildlife habitats ( and as a result, wild-tive importance to surface water impairments is life populations
) have been diminished or de-spread throughout the country. Recent research in-graded by agricultural
cultivation, drainage, and dicates that more than 70...
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