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Elisabeth, said Emily gravely, folding her slender, beautiful hands on the table and looking straight into Aunt
Elisabeth s angry face [.] You see, it s this way. It is in me. | can t help it. And Father said | was always to keep on
writing. He said | would be famous some day. (306)1 These sentences are taken from Lucy Maud Montgomery s
most autobiographical novel Emily of New Moon (1923) which is set in Prince Edward Island in Canada. The
book draws a picture of a child who has lost her father and therefore is forced to get along with her New Moon
kinship, who cares for her from that time on. It is no wonder that conflicts are preprogrammed between Emily,
the young author who urges for freedom, and the conventional Blair Water people, especially Aunt Elisabeth,
who is integrated in the social constrains of her time. Like Maud, as Montgomery was called, Emily nevertheless
makes her way in the Victorian society in the beginning of the twentieth century and looks forward to a
successful writing career at the end of the novel. The aim of this paper is to trace Emily s relation to her
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